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That same year, black women 18-19 years old were 3.1 times
more likely than white women of the same age and 2.2 times
more likely than Hispanic women of the same age to be
incarcerated.

i n t e r s e c t i o n a l i t y  m a t t e r s
In 2016, the incarceration rate for black women (97 per
100,000 black female residents) was almost double that for
white women (49 per 100,000 white female residents).In 2017, Missouri had

the 5th highest rate of
incarcerating women in
the country. 

W O M E N   I N
M I S S O U R I

Many local jails still allow the
shackling of pregnant women in
their third trimester and
immediate aftermath of
delivery, even though state and
federal prisons in Missouri
have outlawed the practice.
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In recent decades, the rate of women who are being incarcerated in the United States has risen at an
alarming pace.  Between 1980 and 2017, the number of incarcerated women increased by more than
750%.   The health systems in jails and prisons have been designed for men and struggle to meet
women's unique needs, including reproductive healthcare, nutrition, gynecological care and mental
health. Most women who are incarcerated in the U.S. are parents to minor children and are more
likely than their male counterparts to be primary care-givers for these children.    Moreover, the
health impacts for children of incarcerated people is linked to poor mental health outcomes. Efforts
to decarcerate women and provide adequate care are stymied by a lack of gender-specific data. 

T a k e  A c t i o n
Sign the ACLU Missouri's petition to
outlaw shackling pregnant women:
http://bit.ly/pregnancy_prison

Email, call and send letters to your elected
officials about mass incarceration and
legislation in your state regarding providing
feminine products, medical care, and family
support for incarcerated women:
https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials 

Volunteer with local organizations that support
women impacted by the criminal justice system,
such as the Center for Women in Transition:
http://www.cwitstl.org/volunteer.html  

Speak out by writing a letter to the editor and
discussing these important issues with your
family and those in your social circles.

An executive order signed this past October provided some
protections for women incarcerated in St. Louis County,
including changes to the shackling rules for pregnant
women and increased access to sanitary materials.

This order only applies to the prisons in St. Louis County. 
 Prisons and jails in Missouri are regulated at different
governmental levels, so the experience of people from one
facility to another can vary widely.  Just this week, reports
emerged about basic hygiene product shortages in
Missouri jails, including sanitary materials, which force
women to find unhygienic and harmful substitutes.Ba
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